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Pronunciation: What do language teachers need to know?

Conceptual issues

1 . Spoken language is different from written language.

2. Pronunciation work does not disrespect a learner's L1 , home culture or identity.

3. Suprasegmentals are pronunciation.

4. Some errors are more important than others.

5. Pronunciation can be included in or integrated in classes for all language skills.

6. Pronunciation should be looked at as part of speaking rather than as something
separate.

7. Some pronunciation issues should be explicit while others can be left implicit.

8. Student needs should drive pronunciation rather than pre-selected targets.

9. Pronunciation is part of a speaker's identity.

10. All well-trained teachers can teach pronunciation effectively.

1 1 . What we actually say (the physical sounds) and what we think we say (the
phonology, or the way we categorise sounds) are different.

Yes ??? No

Nuts-and-bolts (how to's)

1 . Teachers must learn how to put more emphasis on suprasegmentals.

2. Teachers must understand how to systematically integrate pronunciation into
language teaching.

3. Teachers must know how to provide useful feedback.

4. There must be a working familiarity with segmental and suprasegmental
features of speech.

5. Pronunciation work should be embodied in movement as much as possible.

6. Vocabulary should always be taught with elements of pronunciation, such as the
stress pattern.

7. Pronunciation is closely connected to receptive skills and should be taught that
way.

8. Teachers need to know how to help learners how to set goals.

Yes ??? No



Integrating pronunciation

Roughly chop the baked eggplants

and put them into a large bowl with

the garlic, tahini and some olive oil.
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